New York, 9th January 1896. Dear Dr. Goldsciimith,?I have sent to Hansen, and to Havelburg of Rio Janeiro, also to the medical dons of Japan, a copy of that part of your letter in which you suggest the convocation of a congress. As far as Japan is concerned, of which I can speak with perfect knowledge, the Government would not take any steps in that direction ; for it is an obstinate as well as traditional resolution on the part of the whole Japanese people to ignore and even deny absolutely the existence of leprosy in their country. It is one of the forms which patriotism has taken in those islands. Neither in statistics nor in medical discussions will this tabooed subject ever be mooted. Yet there are (hinc illud silentium) 100,000 lepers in the country ; in one village, very well known to me, there are 1,300. Dr. Putnam of Colombia, South America, where there are 27,000 lepers, says also that the Government of the republic entirely ignores the question, and he publishes a letter of the governor, declaring that he will have nothing to do with this pathological business. I can assure you that there are many countries (for instance, Japan) where, if the Government interfered by any stringent measure for the suppression of leprosy, there would be simply civil war. Believe me, there is no exaggeration in that.
Very truly yours. ALBERT S. ASHMEAD.
Paris, 1 at February 1896. Dear Dr. ASHMEAD,?I am exceedingly obliged for your interesting letter of January 9th, and I have taken good note of it. What you say about Japan and Colombia, South America, is very disheartening, but still I think if I can get the English, French, and American Governments to act jointly in this matter, other governments would follow easily. The United States are much interested in this question?viz., the suppression of leprosy?for, as yofl have pointed out yourself, the danger exists and may become, from known or hitherto unknown sources, any time a very urgent one. Will you take it upon yourself to obtain a decision from our Government how far it is willing to join an international congress which has to discuss and propose measures for the suppression and the prevention of leprosy ? As soon as I am in receipt of your answer I shall follow up the subject with the English Government.
Yours sincerely, J. GOLDSCHMIDT.
Bergen, Norway, 9lh July 189G. Fra Pleiestiftelsen for Spedalske No. 1. Dear Dr. Ashmead,?I have forwarded your correspondence with Dr. Goldschmidt to the chief of oar medical service, and from him I have received a reply, of which the main contents are the following :? He thinks that the best place for the meeting would be Bergen, in Norway, where we have the head-quarters of the study of leprosy. Further be wishes to have beforehand certainty that an invitation from Norway to meet in Bergen should be accepted by the most prominent physicians acquainted with leprosy. Now, I think myself that this should be a good arrangement, as we hardly have anything to learn from foreigners while we are able of giving good information. No doubt our chief would recommend the sending of a man from Norway, if the congress should meet in another place, but as Norway occupies a prominent place in the treatment of leprosy, I should think it the most convenient place of meeting. I beg you kindly to give me your opinion on this point so that the matter as soon as possible can be laid before the Norwegian Government.
I remain, Yours truly, G. ARMAUER HANSEN.
